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National	School	Counseling	Week	2018,		"School	Counselors:	
Helping	Students	Reach	for	the	Stars,"	will	be	celebrated	
across	the	nation	and	in	Upper	Merion	Area	School	District	
from	February	5-9,	2018.		This	week	is	sponsored	by	ASCA	
(American	School	Counselor	Association)	and	looks	to	the	
contribution	and	impact	of	professional	school	counselors	in	
helping	ALL	students	achieve	their	full	potential.		 
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UMASD Develops Chapter 339 Plan 
 

School counselors are integral members of the academic teams 
in our schools, working to raise student achievement, meet 
school goals and help prepare all students for college and 
career success. Upper Merion Area School District School 
Counselors are working with the Student Services Department 
and the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit to develop a Chapter 339 K-12 School Counseling 
Plan.  This plan will be aligned with the American School Counselor Association (ASCA) National 
Model, ASCA Mindsets & Behaviors for Student Success and the and Pennsylvania Career 
Education and Work Standards in the areas of Career Awareness & Preparation, Career 
Acquisition, Career Retention & Advancement and Entrepreneurship. The School Counseling 
Department will also be forming an advisory council composed of teachers, counselors, 
administrators, students, parents and business partners to work together for the success of ALL 
students.  

 

Join	us	on	Wednesday,	February	7,		2018	
as	we	remind	ALL	students	to	Reach	For	The	

Stars!!		We	invite	all	teachers,	staff	and	students	
to	wear	their	favorite	college	or	career	gear!		

 	
Join	us	on	Friday,	February	9,	2018	

as	we	remember	that	Upper	Merion	Area	School	
District	Helps	You	Reach	For	The	Stars!!		We	

invite	all	teachers,	staff	and	students	to	wear	their	
Upper	Merion	or	school	gear!	
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The elementary School Counselors begin to include career education in 
classroom lessons as early as kindergarten!  At this young age students 
might not be able to comprehend all of the career opportunities that 
await them but they can begin to explore careers and find their “spark” 
by answering questions like:  What am I good at doing?  What do I like 
to do?  When do I feel good about myself?  

 In first grade, students begin a career portfolio that is revisited during classroom lessons each year 
through fourth grade.  This is paired with lessons about how careers can connect to student’s multiple 
intelligences, personality, likes and dislikes.   The elementary School Counselors and teachers work 
hard to help students understand that the concepts they are learning during classroom lessons, such as 
skills of a responsible student, will also be needed as they grow up and leave school to be successful in 
the workplace.   

Now that the elementary schools are 1:1 with ipads, an electronic portfolio will be an exciting new way 
for students to record their yearly self-reflection and learn more about the careers available to them.   

You can continue these career conversations and exploration with your elementary students at home.  
In the car, “If you could do any job in the world – what would it be?”  While watching tv, “I wonder 
what you need to do in order to become a vet like that character.  Let’s look it up!”  At the park, “Do 
you think you’d like to do a job where you get to be outside all day?”  The elementary school 
counselors are available to support you if you have any questions or would like resources in exploring 
these topics with your child.  

 

The school counselors and teachers at the Upper Merion Area 
Middle School have been committing a greater focus on College 
and Career Readiness for our students.  Collaboration amongst the 
school counselors and the academic departments allows for a wide 
range of activities related to career awareness and preparation, 
career acquisition, career retention and advancement, and 

entrepreneurship.  Delivered through classroom lessons, groups, collaboration with community 
members and administration, and individual discussions with students, our curriculum has a focus on 
skills, mindsets, behaviors and competencies that will help students reach their full potential. A few 
examples of the Middle School's College and Career Readiness activities: 
 

- Aquaponics – a cross-curricular initiative in 8th grade that teaches students about different job 
responsibilities, resume writing, interviewing skills, and entrepreneurship 
-  Career Day 
-  College campus visits 
-  Presentations about Central Montgomery Technical High School and a school visit for interested 
students 
-  Activities relating school skills with skills that will help in the world of work 
-  Schoology posts about different post-secondary options 
-  Interest inventories 
-  Career research 
-  7th Grade Budgeting project that helps promote financial literacy 
-  Development of a Career Portfolio that can house surveys, inventories, and other research related to 
College and Career Readiness 
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A key component of the Upper Merion Area 
High School Counseling program is to help 
prepare our students for success after high 
school.   Our students will be able to access the 
post-secondary training they desire, the colleges 
of their choice and the careers on which they have 
set their sights.  We want our graduates to be 
College and Career Ready.  Every letter in "CCR" 
is important! 

 

Traditionally “College” has been presented as a four-year bachelor degree program.  But we 
feel strongly that this term incorporates a variety of post-secondary degrees, training and 
certificates.  The type of “college” our students pursue will depend on their own unique 
learning goals and interests. Throughout their four years engaged with our guidance 
curriculum, our students identify their interests and strengths to develop their post-secondary 
plan. Junior Conferences and Senior Year activities, such as the Senior Blitz Day, help Upper 
Merion students articulate and implement the steps to activate their plan. 

“Career” may sound like a job but it is so much more.  Yes, 
our students learn that a career pays the bills. However, it 
also provides a sense of purpose and is most rewarding 
when that career is enjoyable, challenging, and enhances 
intellectual and emotional growth. Students learn that this 
process requires planning and preparation. Guidance 
lessons in 9th and 10th grade help our students understand 
and develop the skills they need to pursue their life long 
passions and goals. 

 

“Ready” to handle the challenges that will arise during life is how we feel about our Upper 
Merion graduates. It is often said that the jobs of tomorrow don’t even exist yet.  The learners 
of today must possess the flexibility and creativity to adapt to the shifting employment 
landscape.  Through individual meetings, a comprehensive curriculum and honest discussions 
about what life after high school will be like, our school counselors help our students 
understand who they are in context with what their future may hold.  Our Upper Merion 
commitment is to make our graduates College and Career Ready! 

 


